CHURCH CONSTITUTION

I.  PREAMBLE

We, the members of the First Baptist Church, Colstrip, Montana, do declare and establish this Constitution, to give direction and purpose.

II. NAME

This body shall be known as THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, COLSTRIP, MONTANA. Who will meet at 136 Cherry Street, P.O. Box 795, Colstrip, Montana 59323-0795.

III. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Church is to carry out the Great Commission by preaching and teaching the WORD OF GOD.

IV. ARTICLES OF FAITH

We believe and promote, “THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE,” Adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention on May 9, 1963.

We also know and believe that THE WORD OF GOD IS FIRST AND FOREMOST, our only authority of faith and practice.

We also accept the Church Covenant. (See attached sheet)

V. CHURCH FINANCIAL STATEMENT

We are a NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

VI. OFFICERS

The Officers, which make up this Church Body/Organization, will be as follows: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Trustees, and Others.  The Church Body will meet at least once a year to elect Officers.

VII. MEMBERSHIP

The membership of our church shall consist of:

1. Uniting by Profession of Faith, and becoming a candidate for Baptism.  They shall declare themselves openly at an invitation as a believer who trusts Jesus as their Savior. Baptism is by Immersion.

2. By Letter, those already a member of another Southern Baptist Church, where a letter of recommendation can be requested.

3.  By Statement, Those having been a member of a Southern Baptist Church, which may have disbanded or moved, etc.


4. By Baptism, Those coming from another faith.

5. A petition may be made to the church body by an individual upon proof of baptism by immersion and a verbal statement that he/she accepts the Southern Baptist Faith and Message.

To any of the five ways, a person must present himself at an Invitation; the church shall extend an invitation by Majority Vote.

VIII. POLICY AND PROCEDURES

Policy and Procedures shall be our guidelines and serve, as a manual for the direction of our Organizations needs.  They are to be flexible and sensitive to meet needs.   (See Manual)

IX. AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by a Two-Thirds Vote (2/3) of its members present at a meeting especially called for that purpose.  The proposed change shall be laid before the church in writing NOT LESS THAN FOUR (4) WEEKS before the time of Action.

DATE ACCEPTED: April 12, 1995
Church Covent

Having been led, as we believe, by the spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior.  And on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. We do now, in the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love to strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; To promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; To contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, and expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances;

To walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; To avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; To live our lives in such a way as to glorify Christ and not to be a stumbling block to our church family.  To be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; To remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech. To be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay.

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place we will, soon as possible, unite with some other church, where we can carry on the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.
